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PURPOSE:
The	Army	Medical	Department	(AMEDD)	is	undertaking	a	Force	Design	Update	for	the	new	Combat	Support	
Hospital,	which	includes	improved	hospitalization	technologies	and	field	standing	operational	procedures	and	
tactics,	techniques	and	procedures	of	conducting	health	care.	This	demands	improvements	in	medical	field	
feeding	speed,	safety,	temperature	maintenance,	ergonomics	and	sanitation.	The	Medical	Field	Feeding	Cart	
(MFFC)	replaces	the	use	of	the	two-wheeled	patient	gurney	as	the	transporter	of	food	in	field	hospitals.	The		
current	gurney	method	poses	patient	meal	service	and	ergonomic	problems,	resulting	in	time	and	food	lost	
during	transportation.	

CHARACTERISTICS:
The	cart	is	designed	to	hold	two	insulated	food	containers	(IFCs)	that	have	a	rail	system	compatible	with	a	
full	sized	sheet	pan.	These	food	carriers	have	the	capacity	of	16	half	sized	sheet	pans	or	six	full-size	deep	
food	pans.	The	MFFC	is	also	capable	of	transporting	5-gal	(18.95	liter)	beverage	containers.	The	cart	is	fielded	
with	two	wheel	sets,	one	for	predominately	hard	surfaces	(dirt,	concrete,	etc.)	and	the	other	for	soft	surfaces	
(sand,	snow,	etc.).	The	MFFC	provides	the	dual	use	of	transporting	food	to	and	from	food	storage	areas	to	
the	kitchen	and	then	from	the	kitchen	to	patient	care	areas.	The	cart	has	a	flat	top	that	can	be	used	as	for	
transporting	food,	as	a	work	surface	or	serving	surface.	All	food	contact	surfaces	meet	NSF	requirements.

CAPABILITIES & BENEFITS:
	� Is	compatible	with	current	inventory	of	Insulated	
Food	Containers	(IFCs),	including	Optimized	
IFCs.

	� Provides	transport	of	patient	food,	beverages,	
and	bulk	food.

	� Can	negotiate	uneven	terrain.

	� Maintains	serving	temperature	for	30-45	min.

	� Enables	easy	food	distribution	and	has	easy	to	
clean	and	sanitize	surfaces.

COMMENTS:
The	goal	of	the	Medical	Field	Feeding	Cart	development	
is	not	to	change	the	current	method	for	food	delivery	
to	patients	but,	rather,	to	do	a	better	job	in	serving	
its	function	within	the	Food	Preparation	and	Service	
Set	issued	to	Combat	Support	Hospitals.	The	MFFC	
improves	ergonomics	of	current	system,	allowing	for	
improved	mobility	during	one-person	operation	and	
more	efficient	cart	loading.	It	also	provides	a	reduction	
of	cart	tipping	and	injuries.

The	production	goal	for	the	MFFC	is	380.	An	improved	
version	has	been	completed	and	includes	such	
improvements	as	removable	beverage	trays	that	can	
hold	up	to	two	5-gal	(18.95	L)	beverage	containers	
without	straps.	The	trays	are	spaced	to	provide	better	
visibility	during	transport	and	room	for	holding	cups	
and	containers.	Other	improvements	to	the	MFFC	
include	an	added	lip	to	the	top	of	the	cart	to	better	
contain	items;	the	lip	also	has	holes	for	placement	of	
elastic	cords	to	secure	containers.

POINT OF CONTACT:
DoD Combat Feeding
Phone:	COMM	(508)	233-4670	
E-Mail:	nati-amsrd-nsc-ad-b@conus.army.mil
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AT A GLANCE:
 � LOAD CAPACITY:		
200	lbs	(90	kg)

 � DIMENSIONS:
Height	-	36	inches	(91.44	cm)	
Width	–	28	inches	(71.12	cm)	
Length	–	50	inches	(127	cm)

 � WEIGHT:	
75	lbs	(33.75	kg)

 � MATERIAL:	
Aluminum

 � MAINTENANCE:
The	MFFC	will	feature	pneumatic	tires	
that	may	require	repair	or	inflation


